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Press release

Agricultural machinery, a strategic sector for Italian-American cooperation

The analogous climate and productions of California and the Mediterranean favor an exchange in mechanical technologies for special agricultural cultivations with high value added. The Italian industry is aiming for the consolidation of their presence on the American market as a lever for such trade fair and exhibition events as Tulare Tradeshows in California and the EIMA International set for next November 7 to 11 in Bologna. With the intent to support the Italian AG tech companies the Italian Trade Agency and Federunacoma are organizing an Italian Pavilion at the World AG Expo in Tulare with 14 Italian exhibitors.  
The world’s agricultural mechanization markets revolves around Asia for quantity but is focused on the United States and Europe for quality, technology and the economic value of machinery. In recent years, the rapid growth of the primacy economy in Asia has led to impressive demand for agricultural machinery. India and China closed 2017 with tractor sales hitting 600,000 and 500,000 units respectively. On their own, these two giants account 50% of the world tractor markets. Though markets in the U.S. report 221,000 tractor sales in 2017, and 169,000 units were sold in Europe last year disclosing lower volume, they show much greater revenues due to the technologies involved which boost their market value. Agriculture in the West is undoubtedly more costly because of the technology equipment as well as manpower and overall production which can remain competitive only by going for maximum efficiency on the farm and for the quality of products. This is the setting for collaboration between the U.S. and Italy, countries which have pursued excellent trade relations and can now look to agricultural machinery as one of most interesting and strategic sectors. This point was brought up this morning by FederUnacoma, the Italian Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers Federation, at a press conference at the World AG Expo held in Tulare. Also dealt with was the fact that the Italian industries are leading players in the agricultural mechanization sector, especially for their capabilities for manufacturing enormous ranges of machinery and equipment suitable for all types of farming, especially for the top-flight quality in the field of fruit orchards and vineyards and wine production. With the intent to support the Italian AG tech companies the Italian Trade Agency and FederUnacoma are organizing an Italian Pavilion at the World AG Expo in Tulare with 14 Italian exhibitors (ADR spa, AMA spa,  Annovi  Reverberi spa, BMV di Borio Valerio & C.sSnc, Digidevice srl, Emiliana Serbatoi srl, Faresin Industries spa, Idromeccanica Bertolini spa, Polmac srl, Roter Italia srl, Simol spa, Tecomec srl, Tierre Group srl, Zappettificio Muzzi soc.coop). 
These factors make them ideal partners of U.S. enterprises dedicated to specialized high value cultivations. Italian exports to the U.S. have grown since 2010 to the present. Their value reached € 502 million in 2016, € 111 million for tractors and € 391 million for other machinery and equipment to mark a 3.4% gain over the previous year. Tractors exported were typically in the 37 to 75 kW and 75 to 130 kW categories which mainly correspond to specialist tractors for vineyards and fruit orchards. These units accounted for greater market shares, plus 14% and 12% respectively for the total value of Italian exports to the U.S.       

Speaking at the press conference, the director of the FederUnacoma Events Office, Marco Acerbi, pointed out, “Especially in light of the similarities of the climates and environment systems, Italian industries offer California technologies for plant treatment of crops, for soil preparation, irrigation and everything associated with components which are acknowledged around the world for their Made in Italy excellence.” On this premise, Italian-American cooperation can be developed more and more substantially by using the lever of trade fair and promotion occasions. Acerbi went on to note, “FederUnacoma is present in an institutional area and a collective of Italian industries at the Tulare fair and American manufacturers and business people are traditional present at EIMA International, the great world review of agricultural engineering to be held at the Bologna Trade Fair for its 43rd edition set for next November 7 to 11.”  

Expected for the upcoming Bologna exposition are more than 2,000 manufacturing industries arriving 50 countries with more than 50,000 models of machinery and equipment in greater than 1,000 merchandise categories plus 300,000 business people from 150 countries, numbers which confirm the claim of as the world’s second largest review in this sector for internationality and breadth of ranges in 14 specialized sectors and five theme salons. 

U.S. industries and business people have been taking part in the event in growing numbers. For the November 2016 fair 31 U.S. manufacturers arrived along with about 700 visitors, compared to 450 for the 2012 exposition. For next November’s review there are plans for official U.S. delegations of business people organized by the Italian Trade Agency, ICE, but the numbers are expected to be greater.
Tulare, February 14th, 2018
2

